This special issue of the Journal of Building Acoustics is the second of three issues with a selection of papers from those presented at ISRA2013, the International Symposium on Room Acoustics held in Toronto, Canada 9-11 June 2013. The 10 papers in this issue are on topics related to room acoustics design of performance spaces and include discussions of various new techniques and procedures. Many years ago concert hall design started as an exercise in achieving some desired reverberation time in a reasonably quiet space. It has progressed with a realisation that the magnitude, time and direction of arrival of various reflections are also critical for achieving good designs. The tools for achieving a good acoustical design have also taken great leaps forward and many papers in this issue describe the use of sophisticated new design techniques.
